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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

2. Claims 46-47, 54, 61-67 and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,029,045 to Picco in view of U.S. Patent 5,929,849 to 
Kikinis, 

Regarding claim 46, Picco discloses in figure 7, a terminal 120 for receiving and 
outputting a transmitted video content (column 1 1 , lines 18-column 12, line 58), said 
terminal comprising: 

a reception unit 180 operable to receive the video content containing tag 
information (local content signal 108) which corresponds to the video content, which is 
used to select a plurality of Commercial messages (column 6. line 1-41), and which 
indicates a correspondence between the video content and the plurality of Commercial 
messages (column 6, line 1-41, line 57-column 7, line 33, line 50-column 8, line 17, 
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column 9, line 61 -column 10, line 29 , a scheduler determines which local content is 
going to be combined with the corresponding live video feed) 

a commercial specifying unit 188 (column 11, lines 35-54) operable to specify the 
at least one of the plurality of Commercial messages based on location information 
indicating an area where said terminal is located and the tag information (column 7, 
lines 3-33, 54-column 8, line 22); 

a fetch unit 1 88 operable to fetch the at least one of the plurality of Commercial 
messages (column 1 1 , lines 35-54); and 

an output unit (splicers 190/192) operable to output the video content and the at 
least one of the plurality of Commercial messages which corresponds to the video 
content (column 11, lines 35-column 12, line 30). 

Picco fails to disclose the use of commercial messages .which are each assigned 
a URL, a URL specifying unit, fetching the commercial message by using the URL, 
however Picco does disclose web browsing, and that the system may be used to 
connect to the Internet to provide targeted commercials (column 13, lines 24-26, column 
14, lines 58-67). 

In an analogous art, Kikinis discloses a combination television/web system in 
which one or more tagged video streams are transmitted to a user and contain URLs 
(column 6, line 33-column 7, line 18), these URLs may be transmitted in advance, and 
allow the STB to use the URL to access the Internet and download the corresponding 
web content (column 9, line 9-column 10, line 40), the content referenced by the URL 
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may provide a user with more information regarding the commercial, or other program 
content (column 9, lines 4-23). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Picco to utilize the URLs and fetching capabilities of Kikinis for the 
advantage of enabling a user to learn more about a program or advertisement, which 
they have viewed. 

Regarding claim 47, Picco discloses that tag information is read, and utilized in 
conjunction with a profile to determine a correspondence between the tag information 
and location information (column 7, lines 3-33, 54-column 8, line 22). 

Kikinis is relied upon to teach the use of a URL associated with one of a plurality 
of commercial messages. 

Regarding claim 54, Picco discloses the use of a name server (scheduler148 and 
agent 150) which determines which local content is going to be combined with the live 
video, this data is sent out as tag data to the STB which determines based upon the 
area in which the terminal is located, the video content itself, which commercial 
messages to store in the STB (column 6, line 1-41, line 57-column 7, line 33, line 50- 
column 8, line 17, column 9, line 61 -column 10, line 29). 

Kikinis is relied upon to teach the use of a URL associated with one of a plurality of 
commercial messages. 
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Regarding claim 61, Picco discloses a storage device 186 for storing the plurality 
of commercial messages (column 1 1 , lines 35-48), and outputting the video content 
containing the tag information corresponding to the video content and plurality of 
commercial messages corresponding to the video content (column 1 1 , line 49-column 
12, line 58), 

When a user decides to browse the web, the television programming is stored 
locally, when the user finishes browsing the corresponding programming data is 
outputted from storage to the user (figure 1 1 ). 

Regarding claim 62, Kikinis is relied upon to teach tag information, which 
includes the name of the sponsor ( www.bmw.com . column 7, Iines1-17). 

Regarding claim 63, Picco discloses in figure 7, a content providing system for 
providing video content and one of a plurality of commercial messages corresponding to 
the video content (column 11, lines 18-column 12, line 58), said system comprising: 

A transmitting device 102 for transmitting the video content containing tag 
information including information of the video content (column 6, line 1-41, line 57- 
column 7, line 33, line 50-column 8, line 17, column 9, line 61 -column 10, line 29) 

A storage device 186 for storing the plurality of commercial messages (column 
11. lines 35-48), 
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A terminal 120 for specifying the plurality of commercial messages column 12, 
lines 37-58), establishing a correspondence between the video content and plural 
commercial messages (column 6, line 1-41, line 57-column 7, line 33, line 50-column 8, 
line 17, column 9, line 61 -column 10, line 29 , a scheduler determines which local 
content is going to be combined with the corresponding live video feed in conjunction 
with profile information) and outputting the video content containing the tag information 
corresponding to the video content and plurality of commercial messages corresponding 
to the video content (column 1 1 , line 49-column 12, line 58). 

Picco fails to disclose the use of commercial messages , which are each assigned 
a URL, however Picco does disclose web browsing, and that the system may be used 
to connect to the Internet to provide targeted commercials (column 13, lines 24-26, 
column 14, lines 58-67). 

In an analogous art, Kikinis discloses a combination television/web system in 
which one or more tagged video streams are transmitted to a user and contain URLs 
(column 6, line 33-column 7, line 18), these URLs may be transmitted in advance, and 
allow the STB to use the URL to access the Internet and download the corresponding 
web content (column 9, line 9-column 10, line 40), the content referenced by the URL 
may provide a user with more information regarding the commercial, or other program 
content (column 9, lines 4-23). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Picco to utilize the URLs of Kikinis for the advantage of enabling a 
user to learn more about a program or advertisement, which they have viewed. 
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Regarding claim 64, Picco discloses that tag information is read, and utilized in 
conjunction with a profile to determine a correspondence between the tag information 
and location information (column 7, lines 3-33, 54-column 8, line 22). 

Kikinis is relied upon to teach the use of a URL associated with one of a plurality 
of commercial messages. 

Regarding claim 65, Picco discloses the use of a name server (scheduler 148 
and agent 150) which determines which local content is going to be combined with the 
live video, this data is sent out as tag data to the STB which determines based upon the 
area in which the terminal is located, the video content itself, which commercial 
messages to store in the STB (column 6, line 1-41, line 57-column 7, line 33, line 50- 
column 8, line 17, column 9, line 61-column 10, line 29). 

Kikinis is relied upon to teach the use of a URL associated with one of a plurality 
of commercial messages. 

Regarding claims 66-67, Picco discloses that an output time for each of the 
plurality of commercial messages is determined (column 6, line 56-column 7, line 3), 

And when the tag information is embedded in the video content, the transmitting 
device is operable to separately embed the tag information according to respectively 
predetermined output time of each of the plurality of commercial messages so that the 



Application/Control Number: 09/706,753 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

terminal is able to obtain each of the plurality of commercial messages before the output 
time there of (column 7, line 55-column 8, line 36). 

Regarding claim 71, Kikinis is relied upon to teach tag information, which 
includes the name of the sponsor ( www.bmw.com . column 7, Iines1-17). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 48-53, 55-60 and 68-70 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: ' 

The prior art of record does not disclose nor reasonably suggest the terminal of 
claim 48 nor system of claim 68, in which at least a portion of the video content is 
scrambled, and at least one of the plurality of commercial messages, which is specified 
by a URL, contains a key, which is utilized to descramble the video content. The 
Examiner notes that this requires retrieving the commercial message prior to the display 
of the video content, that is to say that at least a portion of both the video message and 
commercial must be retrieved and processed prior to any display and is fully supported 
by Applicants specification. 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this connmunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7298. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 
business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



HBL 




